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Construction industry & building supplies

Interview with Thomas Edl, Managing Director of DELTA BLOC International GmbH

Protecting lives with proven 
safety technology

There is nothing more devastating than a head-on collision bet-
ween two vehicles travelling at high speed. That is why the oppo-
sing lanes on motorway carriageways are separated by a central 
reservation and crash barriers. Protection is provided by metal 
guard rails or shaped concrete, or a combination of the two. It 
must also be provided temporarily when roadworks dictate the 
use of a contraflow. Using concrete to make roads safer has been 
the passion of DELTA BLOC International GmbH since 1995, and it 
is now a synonym for premium concrete barriers across Europe.

Besides its dominant position in 

the European market, DELTA-

BLOC® also enjoys success world-

wide with its precast and in-situ 

concrete safety barriers. “Over the 

past 20 years, we have expanded 

our activities to more than 30 

countries around the world and 

in the last ten years have enjoyed 

annual growth of 30%,” says Ma-

naging Director Thomas Edl. “Our 

mission is to develop and create 

the best-performing range of con-

crete safety barriers in the world.”

What DELTABLOC® is exporting 

is its expertise and its systems. 

“Concrete can be made cheaply 

and easily virtually anywhere in the 

world,” says Mr. Edl. “What we of-

fer is the technical and procedural 

know-how to create crash barriers 

that will conform to the relevant sa-

fety regulations. While concrete is 

cheap and plentiful, turning it into 

an effective safety barrier takes a 

great deal of prior research and 

development.” 

DELTABLOC®’s safety barrier 

systems are a highly technical pro-

duct. “The authorities responsible 

for highway infrastructure in every 

country only certify and authorize 

the use of barriers that best fulfil all 

of the necessary safety standards,” 

explains Mr. Edl. “Furthermore, 

these standards vary from one 

country to another. Our challenge 

is to create barriers that not only 

fulfil the safety parameters but 

that are also easy to produce and 

install.” One of the key measures 

of a crash barrier’s performance is 

its ability to withstand the impact 

of being hit by a 38-t lorry moving 

at high speed. This sets one of 

the key benchmarks to which 

DELTABLOC® designs its systems. 

“Our systems are tested to ensure 

they will withstand impacts equi-

valent to or exceeding those in the 

benchmark,” says Mr. Edl. “Since 

1995, we have carried out more 
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than 170 full-scale crash tests on 

our precast and in-situ concrete 

crash barriers.” Today, the range 

comprises flexible, semi-rigid and 

rigid options, providing the uny-

ielding strength to prevent heavy 

goods vehicles breaking through 

to the opposite carriageway, along 

with the softness required to 

protect smaller vehicles from the 

forces generated by an impact. 

“As well as protecting traffic on the 

other carriageway, crash barriers 

are designed to dissipate and 

absorb some of the impact of the 

crash to reduce the chances of 

injury,” says Mr. Edl. “These are 

the goals of our safety barriers re-

gardless of whether they are used 

in the middle or at the side of the 

road or on bridges.” With 30 inter-

national patents protecting its per-

manent and temporary solutions, 

DELTABLOC® is a proven leader in 

this sector.

In response to the need for tem-

porary solutions for highway con-

struction projects, DELTABLOC® 

also maintains a rental pool of over 

300 km of precast concrete bar-

riers. “Here, we offer a complete 

service from leasing and delivery to 

installation and removal using pro-

fessional logistics for just-in-time 

delivery,” says Mr. Edl. Around 

85% of DELTABLOC®’s turnover is 

generated abroad. Its crash bar-

riers protect motorists on some of 

the busiest motorways in Europe, 

including the M6 and M25 in the 

UK and the A5 joining Vienna with 

the Czech Republic. The company 

cooperates with trusted partners 

in its overseas markets who provi-

de DELTABLOC®’s service under 

licence and in accordance with its 

standards. “In emerging countries 

in particular, there are massive 

deficits regarding passive road 

safety infrastructure,” says Mr. Edl. 

“Motorway projects in places like 

South America, Africa and Asia will 

keep us busy for the foreseeable 

future. We will also have to address 

the implications of the move to 

driverless cars that is currently 

gathering pace. This will have con-

sequences for road design as more 

self-driving cars take to the roads 

in the future.” Hopefully, taking 

human drivers out of the equati-

on will reduce the annual toll of 

deaths and injuries on the world’s 

highways. Until then, drivers will 

have to rely on luck and a thin rib-

bon of concrete. 

Installation of a DELTABLOC® Slipform Concrete Barrier

Installation of DELTABLOC® Precast Concrete Barriers on the A9 in Germany

A 38-t truck impacts a DELTABLOC® safety barrier – breakthrough prevention without 
compromise

As well as preventing breakthrough of the vehicle onto the opposing carriageway, 
crash barriers are also designed to absorb the force of the impact, minimizng injury

Installation of a DELTABLOC® Slipform concrete barrier on the M180 in the UK
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